The Octofoil, September/October 1968 by Ninth Infantry Division Association
College of the Holy Cross 
CrossWorks 
The Octofoil Special Collections 
9-1-1968 
The Octofoil, September/October 1968 
Ninth Infantry Division Association 
Follow this and additional works at: https://crossworks.holycross.edu/octofoil 
 Part of the Military and Veterans Studies Commons, Military History Commons, Social History 
Commons, and the United States History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Ninth Infantry Division Association, "The Octofoil, September/October 1968" (1968). The Octofoil. 167. 
https://crossworks.holycross.edu/octofoil/167 
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at CrossWorks. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Octofoil by an authorized administrator of CrossWorks. 
THE
Weehawken, N. J. 07087-412 Gregory Ave. THE NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIAT!ON Association Dues: $4.00 per year - $1.50will be earmarked to pay for The ~ofoiL
PITTSBURGH DATES
VOLUME XXIII \\lUMBER 7 SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 1968
SET
Fr. Connors To Hold lADlfS AUX.
24th Memorial Service RHORTS Chatam Center Hea~quarters
In November 1945, millions of ex G.I.'s eagerly awaited the
approaching holiday season. Uniforms had been shed and for the
first time in four years they could look forward to a peaceful
Christmas at home with their loved ones. War time memories grew
dimmer and were supplanted by visions of happier times that lay in
the future. It was a time of unending activity, weddings were
planned, engagements made, and careers launchetl. The war was
over and done with-a thing to be filed away and forgotten with
other unpleasant experiences. However, in those halcyon days
there were men who could never forget the events that had
transpired during the previous four years. Like Lincoln at
Gettsyburg their concern was for the brave men who had died in
defense of their country.
Some of the most important decisions pertaining to the 1969
Reunion have already been made. The dates have been selected and
the reunion headquarters chosen. When it came to getting started
on the reunion plans, President Herb Olsen and Secretary Dan
Quinn didn't let any grass grow under their feet.
CHOICE DATES
The Association
traditionally holds its Reunion
on the last week-end in July,
but sometimes hotel
accommodations are not
available for these dates. This
year we were lucky and
accommodations were
available. The Twenty-Fourth
Annual Reunion will be held
on the 24th. 25th, and 26th,
July 1969. We have made a
special effort to announce
these dates as early as possible,
so that you can take them into
consideration when planning
for your next year's vacation.
reached by elevators from the
lobby of the Lodge.
GOOD DEAL
During the negotiations at
Pittsburgh, Herb and Dan were
shrewd bargainers and could
have held their own with the
sharp Indian traders who
frequented Fort Pitt in the
early seventeen hundreds. They
succeeded in obtaining the
following rates for the reunion:
$14.00 for Singles, $18.00 for
Twins, and free accommoda-
tions for children aged 12 or
under.
The fact that parking is
absolutely free makes these
rates even more attractive. The
Howard Johnson Lodge is only
two years old, and its rooms
and facilities are equal to those
found in the finest hotels in
the country. Members
attending the 1969 Reunion
will be living in the lap of
luxury.
QUICK START
Early in September, Herb,
Dan, and Walt O'Keeffe flew to
Pittsburgh and looked over
prospective sites. After much
window shopping and careful
consideration they decided on
the Howard Johnson Motor
Lodge located in Chatam
Center. This Motor Lodge is a
far cry from the ones we are
accustomed to seeing along the
nation's highway~. it sits atop a
ten story office building and
every room has a breath taking
view of downtown Pittsburgh.
Chatam Center itself is the
crown jewel in Pittsburgh's
world famous Renaissance.
Only a four-minute stroll from
the heart of Downtown
Pittsburgh, Chatam Center is
served by major highways,
public transit lines, airline




Lodge at Chatam Center
features a year-round
swimming pool and a health
club. Free parking for
registered guests in a 2,209 car
indoor parking garage. You
park and pick-up your own car
so there in never a valet charge
for this service. The Lodge
contains two large restaurants -
one, a Red Coach, offers
specialty fare and a cocktail
lounge, the other a Howard
Johnson's offers economically
priced meals and a cocktail
lounge. A modern motion
picture theater is contained
within Center and can be
35TH ANNIVERSARY
Rt. Rev. Msgr. A~thony F.
DeLaura, Pastor of St. Rocco's
Church, Glen Cove, New. York,
recently marked the 35th
anniversary of his ordination
with a solemn Mass of
Thanksgiving.
Pictured with Msgr.
DeLaura is Emil Francisoa, his
able assistant when they were
hitting the trails thrcugh
France way back in 44. and on
the left is Ray Borthwick, also
of the 47th Infantry.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the
N inth I nfan try Division
Association held their annual
business meeting Friday
afternoon, July 19, 1968 at the
Statler Hilton Hotel, Detroit,
Michigan, site of the 23rd.
annual reunion of the Ninth
Infantry Division Association.
The following ladies were
elected officers for the
A uxiliary: President, Hetty
Boden, Box No. 58, Chester,
Pa.; Vice Pres., Veronica Kreye,
337 20th St., W. Brooklyn, N.J.;
Sec.-Treas., Tippie Plunkett,
286 Zimpfer St., Columbus,
Ohio 43206 (re-elect); Chaplain
Estella Mclnverney, 2451 Webb
Ave., Bronx, N.Y., Our Gold
Star Mother.
At the conclusion of the
business meeting the remainder
of the afternoon was spent
socially with light refreshment
furnished by the Detroit
Chapter. It was most enjoyable.
Ladies, please send your
1969 auxiliary dues into Tippie.
She will mail your membership
card right back to you. Please
include your zip code in your
address.
We had a wonderful reunion
in Detroit, Mich. and our 1969
Reunion will be held in
Pittsburgh, Pa., and we know it
too, will be great.
ROOM RESERVATIONS
Most of the out of towners
will be staying at the Holiday
Inn located in Worcester. A
large section of rooms have
been reserved for members of
the Ninth. If you make
reservations be sure to mention
this for rooms that weekend
may not be too easy to be had.
After Church services on
Sunday, a short ceremony will
be held at the Memorial
located on the Church grounds
overlooking Gold Star
Boulevard. From there the
members go to dinner and we
must say it is one of the most
reasonable priced dinners we
have ever attended. Father Ed
promises to have the gang on




November 9, 1968 the
parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Church will host
the members of the Ninth and
their families at a buffet dinner
that will delight all the old
chow hounds. Plenty of
"seconds" on everything with
all the food. prepared and
donated by the good people of
the parish. We might add that
beverages will also be served
with a little something extra to
wet your appetite.
NOVEMBER 10, 1968
This year Father Edward
Connors will say the
Twenty-Fourth Annual
Memorial Mass on November
10, 1968, at the Immaculate
Conception Church in
Worcester, Mass. He hopes that
all former Ninth Division men,
no matter where they may be
on November 10th, will join
him inhis prayers for our
departed comrades. If you wish
to attend the services you can
get further information by
writing to Father Connors at
The Immaculate Conception
Church, Gold Star Blvd.,
Worcester, Mass.
being called on to make the
same sacrifice, to these young
men the Memorial Service
offers proof that America does
not forget those who served
her with honor.
STEADY GROWTH
As the euphoria of the first
peace time years wore off, the
former members of the
Division began to realize the
significance of what Father
Connors was doing and they
flocked to Worcester to join
him in honoring their buddies
who died while wearing the
Octofoil. Attendance was no
longer confined to residents of
Worcester, now men were
coming from all parts of the
coun try. Over the years,
attendance at the Memorial
Mass has grown steadily and
lll£t year alTY':Jst four hundred
Ninth DivislUn people attended
the Mass.
SO'URCE OF INSPIRATIQN
The Memorial Services at
Worcester are a public
expression of the reverence
that we have for our honored
dead. They call to mind the
fact that the freedom we enjoy
today was gained for us by the
sacrifices of many brave men.
They are also an inspiration to
the young men who today are
FATHER CONNORS
REMEMBERED
Father Edward Connors was
one of these men. He served
with the NiMh Infantry
Division in all its campaigns
and had comforted many Old
Reliables in their last moments.
Father Ed could never forget
these men and he vowed that
no matter what others might
do, he would always remember
them in his prayers. In
November 1945, Father
Connors said the First
Memorial Mass for the fallen
members of the Ninth Infantry
Division. It was said iv ~. ",nall
parish church in worcester,
Mass., and was auenaed by a
group of Ninth Division men
who lived in the vicinity. When
November 1946 rolled around,
word of the Memorial Mass had
spread and attendance had
doubled. Men of all Faiths
gathered to honor our dead.
Paul Plunkett, our beloved late
Editor of the Octofoil often
remarked that there were more
men of other reli6ions in
attendance at Mass, and they
sometimes outnumbered men
of the Catholic Faith.
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While in Pittsburgh, we
received the sad news that two
more Old Reliables, Michael
Brogan, 1st Bn, 47th Infantry
and Ray Piefer, 60th Infantry,
had passed away.
______________________________ Serial No. _





TIP OF THE HAT
Mrs. Agnes Stidman Cooper
remembers the Scholarship
Fund by sending a donation to
same. Her son was the frrst
recipient of the Scholarship
Awards and received the Louis
'Becker Award.
Also remembering the
Fund, Ward Payne included a
donation when he paid his
membership dues.
Please give credit to the foIlo~gChapter:
Philly.Delaware Valley 0 Greater New York 0
-:- -:- -:-
~OCSl5i!Soi5i!SCSi!50i!2S2Sl!Si!Si!!J8i!!Ibi'50NS2S6SS5;Y:
NINTH INFANfRY DMSION ASS'N.
MEMBERSffiP APPUCATION
Battery ; Company ; Regiment 9th Div.
TWENTY SIX FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund ----------
Dlinoit 0 Wasmngton, D.C. 0
New En81and 0 Michigan 0
~hio 0 Fayetteville-Fort Bragg, N.C. 0
jqq995?995'9999995?5?225'92929525?2520022§?C25i!5i!5iQ!5i555!!i1!S22i5i!S9i!Si!2SilSll
Dan Quinn, Nad. Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.,
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, N.J. 07087
Enclosed please find 196 9due8 for:
I wish to 8ign up for the following:
Regular Member, per year • 4.00 0
Three.Year MembfJr '11.00 0
UFE MEMBERSHIP .50.00 0
Octofoil Automobile IJcenee Disc ----------------, .50 0
Deca" 25c;. (5) 6ye for , 1.00 0
"Eilht Starl to Victory" , 2.00 0
(Pictorial mstory of 9th Division in action.)
Ladie.' Auxiliary Member , 1.50 0
Combat Route Map , .50 0
60th Infantry HI-tory , .50 0
I was a member of:
SERVICE BATTERY
Twenty three yell{s ago this past summer we parted as friends
wondering whether or not we would see one another again. We had.
many pleasant memories to live with during our many years with the
NINTH.
Through the untrring efforts of our great Fr. Connors it is possible
to see one another again. His purpose in life is to console the sick and
bereaved, and to pray for the dead. This we can do with him when we
attend
THE TWENTY FOURTH ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS
Immaculate Conception Church
Grove Street, Worcester, Mass.
Sunday, November 10, 1968at 10 O'clock
Les femmes et les hommes of Immaculate are not experts with
French Cusine but they do have a delightful buffet for those who
arrive on Saturday. Plans have already been made by these wonderful
people to make your short stay most enjoyable. Please send your
reservation to Fr. Connors.
Change your records to read: Lorey K. Bland, 1721 Smith St.,
Greenville, North Carolina; Dominic Curro, Moved, No address;
George J. Malone, 2614 So. Vandalia, Tulsa, Oklahoma; Edward
lanetti, 8 Elm St., Rutland, Vermont; Quintino Pergiovanni, 30 Davis
Rd., East Hartford, Conn.; Louis Truscello, 59 Gardner St.,
Arlington, Mass.; Mac F. Hum, 1552 Fifth Ave., Belmont, Calif.;
Everett Grigsby, South Columbia, Seward, Nebraska.
Here are the men of Service Battery who were in Worcester last
'year; Jerry Langer, Manny Effron, Arnold Leach, Elmer Roscoe, Joe
Albanese, Soto Lembesis, Pergi, Bill Bongiorno, John Murray, Clem
LeBlanc, Ed lanetti, Lew Orticari and your reporter. Many will be
present again this year as it is a MUST for most. Are you going to be
among those present?
After his trip to Worcester last year Arnold Leach had to enter the
hospital for an appendectomy. I saw Landon and Bill Andrews in
Detroit this past summer. Lt. Col. Paul Griffin had planned to retire
from the Army this fall. Everett Grigsby is in the used car business.
Harold Wallace, Bumal ,Lareau, and Elbert T umer carried on a long
talk fest when they met in Houston shortly after my last letter.
Harold and Bumallive in Houston and Elbert lives 800 miles away.
Bill Sacco is back to work after being absent for two months due to a
back injury. Are you saving your money? As of now Harold Wallace is
planning to be in Worcester next year. Harold sent a note a short time
ago. His employer is moving to larger quarters and Harold is working
long hours to help the business operate until the tough job is
completed. Joe McKenzie, Jr. has been awarded a scholarship by our
association and is now attending The College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester.
Wherever you go to Church on November 10, say a prayer for
those who have gone. Wherever you go to Church on November
10, say a prayer for those who have gone.




President New York Chapter
Edwin H. Randle.
Dear Dan,
Getting in contact with
Allgood paid off. He ordered 3
copies of "Safi Adventure"
though I don't know why he did
not do it long since if he belongs
to the Association.
That is the trouble. A lot of
them intend to buy a copy, but
just put it off.
Would you put a little story
in the next Octofoil that the
2nd edition is running out fast.
Next week or the week after the
National Observer - editions
published on both coasts - is
running an advertisement for
me. I figure that will come close
to cleaning put most of the
remaining copies and there
aren't going to be any more.
Did Holt Rast ever send in an
application for membership? I
sent him the entire copy of the
Octofoil in which you suggested
I get him to join up. I drew a red
pencil circle aro'undthe story
and another around the
membership application. He
ought to join. He is a big shot
builder in Birmingham.
Met a man yesterday at our
Retired Officers Club luncheon
who came to the 47th at tent
city with the original cadre. He
was a Staff Sergeant by the
name of Alerie Sanders. Was in
Headquarters Company. Left
the 47th with a cadre for the 8th
Division. Then went to OCS
School. Is retired as a Major and
living here in town. We sat
together at the luncheon and
talked 47th. I sold him a book,
and didn't have to twist his arm
either.
Mrs. R. Joins me in love to
you and your BW.
Us af i Advent ur e"
Selling Out Fast
Con1ial1Y
The New York Chapter had
another large turnout for the
September and October
meetings. Frank Fazio reported
that the Chapter's outstanding
social event of the yejU will be
held on Saturday, October 19,
1968, at the Chamber of
Commerce Dining Room at
24-16 Bridge Plaza South,
Long Island City. With
Chairman Fazio and his
committee of Walter O'Keeffe
and Al Bruchac pooling therr
talents and ideas for the annual
Dinner-Dance, it's going to be
an evening to remember.
In addition to the
Dinner-Dance there will be a
New York Chapter member
honored for the Man of the
Year Award. The man selected
is honored for his efforts on
behalf of the Chapter.
Charrman Walter O'Keeffe
reported on the bus trip to
Worcester for Father Connors
Memorial Mass and Dinner
'being held on November 10,
1968. O'Keeffe informed the
members a bus had been
chartered and that reservatiQn
for rooms at the Holiday Inn
can be made at the sam'e time
the members make bus
reservations.
After reading the picnic
report the President thanked
the committee for the
excellent job they did and for
the wonderful time the
members and therr families had
at the picnic. Several members
gave therr versions of the
Detroit Reunion. Ralph
Witzkin was appointed
Charrman of the Clpistmas
party that will be held on
December 8, 1968, at the Elks
Club in Union City, New
Jersey. Jack Scully provided
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A Welcomed Change Of Pace. Martha Raye sings
for Falcons in North African cork crove
Finally, the day came when
'lie moved to the west as the
,ugh command thought some-
thing might be brewing inSpan-
ish Morocco. Spain was still
neutral but it wasalwaysfea~ed
that she would enter tbe war on
the side of the Axis at-any op-
portune moment.
The old philosopher says
that the trouble with good
advice is that it usually
interferes with our plans.
We, the Intelligence Section, ,
stood four hour road guard
shifts with the BritishRed Caps
and the French police. I took
the first shift during a snow
storm and I nearly froze as
there was no shelter to protect
us from the blinding wind. We
had to stand there and take it
as the blizzard raged on. I did
a little suggesting to the Red
Cap who was in charge of our
threesome about erecting a tent
as there was little activity if
any along the road. The next
day, the next time I went on this
road guard, the Britisp erected
an eight man size canvas tent.
They also provided lanterns and
wooden horses to put across the
road to bldck the traffic. All
vehicles were stopped and they
were searched for enemy per-
sonnel trying to sneak back to
our rear areas. One afternoon
an Arab walker passed us by
and for no reason that I could
see, the French policeman
cracked him across the face.
Perhaps this type of treatment
was the only kind that they un-
rlerstood.
Ti me after time the British
pusned Von Arnheim's forces
off of the Green Bald Moun-
tains in the Atlas chain. Also at
first the wet weather hamper-
ed the supply operations. Each
time the British attacked, the
Germans retaliated and pushed
Alexander's forces back further
from whence they had started.
The Afrika Korps knew every
trick of war and they did not






All these months we were
occupational troops at Birke-
dam, Rouiba, Bougie and Setif,
the British 1st Army had the ob-
jective of advancing through
Tunisia to eventually capture
Bizerte and Tunis and cut off
the escape route of Rommel's
Afrika Korp. Then they would
probably start a second front
against these enemy forces in
Libya with eventual capture.
However, Von Arnheim, com-
mander of the German Infantry
troops opposing the British 1st
Army, was too sly and too shifty
and, no dOUbt, this group was
one of the best in the German
army.
In Setif a .free-for-all got
started in a town cafe. It seem-
ed that if we didn't have Ger-
mans, French, Italians, Arabs
or British to beat up, we had
to fight amongst ourselves. At
reveille the following morning,
two sergeants displayed black
eyes as a result of the night
before tussle. Sgt. ARTHUR
SCHNEIDER of our Communi-
cations Section was missing
from the roll call and he was
hospitalized with one of his
fingers almost chewed off. He
was an innocent by-stander and
1 believe it must have beenquite
r, brawl.
While we were stationed here,
we lost Lt. CONRAD V. AN-
DERsoN, who was transferred
to "A" Company, 39th Infantry
and later to "C" Company as
their company commander as
he was' promoted to captain.
And, I must say that we of the
Intelligence Section would miss
his great leadership but most
of all his personal concern for
each of his men.
to the mountains, the soil was
very fertile. There the soil
yielded such products as wheat,
figs, citrus fruits, dates, to-
matoes and so forth. It also
seemed a good place to live
during peacetime as the foliage
was very green with a few palm
trees here and there with a
climate moderately warm. But,
Setif was different. It snowed
and the ground was very hard,
spotty "ith grass and it was
cold. Its main street was prac-
tically off-limits to enlisted
personnel of the American ar-
my. On the outskirts of the
town there were a few modern
styled buildings. The Ameri-
cans by this time realized that
the kids of these occupied lands
liked his chocolate, the girls
loved our soap and silk stock-
ings, and they could buy any-
thing with United States cur-
rency even an Arab wife.
Once agam we occupied a
school house. This time 1t was
just out of town and it was
here that intensive training was
given to the French-Arab
troops. The group here were
led by French non- corns and of-
ficers while the troops were_
all Arab. When someone got out
of step, for instance, while
they were marching, the viola-
tor got a slap across the mouth.
Our diets were reduced strict-
ly to Argentina canned cold corn
beef. The mess sergeant, S/Sgt.
DOMINGO, stacked the cans in
front of the kitchen praying that
someone would steal them. He
didn't lose a can. Finally, he
made corned beef burgers out
of them and I to aggravate him
more sang to him a song about
the burgers as I waited in
the chow line.
As this was happening, I ap-
proached the other side of the
vehicle. I opened the door and
I grabbed the first man my
handS came upon. I pulled fier-
cely each man and I practicalTy
threw them out ofthe car. There
were about fourteen Arabs and
how they all fitted into that car
I still don't understand. STAN-
LEY CABAN, BILL SOLUDAY
and JOHN LIHACH would catch
them and then search them for
concealed weapons. When we
were finished with them, we
practically threw them back into
the auto. Then, we let them drive
on and to proceed, only to be
stopped again by ANDERSON
and his group. Again they re-
ceived about the same treat-
ment of unloading and reload-
ing as our group trailed behind.
t.arlY In the mornmg at sun-
up we returned to Bougie with a
negative report of enemy ac-
When we were almost on top
of this shining light, we stopped
our jeep and we made ready for
it. It was a jallopy sedan auto-
mobile which had one headlight
burning and the headlight was
shining straight up in the air.
We halted the vehicle and RAY
BALDWIN approached the dri-
ver's side. The driver reached
for a 38 revolver as RAY shoved
the muzzle of his Ml rifle into
the man's face. The man sur-
rendered his revolver before
the rifle muzzle would be jam-
med down his throat.
We arrived at our destination
but everything was calm and
very quiet. We chased every
light that appeared and investi-
gated what it was. Then, we ob-
served east of this town (name
unknown) a light shining from
the ground up into the sky and
it was coming our way. What
was it? When it was very close
to our position, ANDERSON told
me to hop in a jeep with a few
men and to intercept whatever
it was coming our way.
Setif was a little town which
consisted of a main street of
about three United States city
blocks in length. It was cold and
there was snow. Yes, there was
snow. Did you ever hear of snow
in Africa? Well, here was inches
of it. For that matter, who ever
knew that around Algiers east
Hon. We stayed at this town just
long enough to get acquainted
with it. It was time to move on
again and we would miss it tem-
porarlly until it wore off, the
French movies and the liquor
we drank at the British Ser-
geant's qiIarters in the old fort.
This time it was to Setif, a town
much inland and well within the
Atlas Mountains.
Intelligence Section was going
to see what was developing.
An enemy 'bomber flew over
the mountain to approach the
Jutrbor and it dropped a bomb
which exploded about a hun-
dred yards above the school
house grounds. A terrific ex-
plosion rocked the, building
which had walls about four feet
in thickness made out of a com-
position cement, mud and clay.
The walls trembled under the
impact but the building stoood
intact.
MATI took three kinds of 1/ C"
rations, meat and beans, hash
and stew and he mixed them with
British canned mixed vege-
tables. It wasn't a delicacy that
you find in a high priced res-
taurant but it was something
different for a change. British
rations were not inviting to your
taste either with their milk and
sugar already mixed in their
weak tea which was a little
better than hot water. Nor were
there many appetites for their
mutton or the Sultana pudding.
The best of all was the British
liquor ration which all non-
coms received in the English
Army but not in the American
although we were attached to
the British First Army.
We had increased the person-
nel of our Intelligence Section
with the arrivals of GENE
GOLDBERG, LAWSON and
LOUIS MATUSEWSKI. We call-
ed MATUSEWSKI, MATI for
short. Lt. ANDERSON and I
were assigned as Special Police
to aide the British (Red Caps)
Military Police to keep law
and order as far as the Ameri-
can troops were concerned by
breaking up fights and riots
which us u a 11 y happened
throughout the town of Bougie.
To brighten up our spirits,
A1"OERSON tied a long string to
a roll of candy life savers and
as he ran around with the string
and candy trailing behind him,
remarked, "Look at the booby-
trap I found." But, one morning
about 0200 hours, Lt. ANDER-
SON entered our dark sleeping
quarters. The section slept all
in one school room with other
members of the company. He
awoke me and he told me to get
the section ready to move. I
asked him what had happened?
He stated that the Germans had
landed at a cape some fifteen
miles east of Bougie. Only the
An ammunitions ship was
sabotaged in the harbor and it
burned for several days. It lit
up the town during the nights
and the shells on board con-
tinually exploded as the projec-
tiles flew all over the town.
Finally, a tug and its crew got
a rope on the ship and pulled
it to the other side of the
harbor where it eventually
burned itself out and sank.
from the school building where
one person could pass through
it comfortably. However, at
reveille time one morning as
roll call was in progress, an
enemy plane flew over. It seem-
ed the entire company dashed
through this narrow passage-
way all at the same moment
No one seemeo to bein:!Uredbut
reveille was dispensed with
from that time on while we re-
sided at this location.
We moved from Rouiba via
French civilian broken down
buses. Occasionally, the troops
had to disembark from the bus-
es to render a push to get the
buses over the hills to the sea-
port on the Mer Sea called
Bougie. Here we occupied a
French-Arab school house and
here we would live entirely on
British field rations. We bought
eggs (erf in French) from the
Arabs at black market prices.
These eggs didn't taste too bad
but the shells were very hard
and you practically needed a
hammer to break them.
It was at Bougie that the In-
telligence Section averaged
over five miles per hour onour
hikes which extended over six-
teen miles with no breaks en-
route. I always figured that
ANDERSON's calculation of
translating kilometers into
miles or that his watch was
running fast when he estimated
the mileage on these hikes. All
I knew was, it was a tremen-
dOUS, unbelievable pace. CON-
RAD did discover that his men
would stiffen and tire more
qUickly if they stopped for the
usual ten minute break every
hour which is standard proce-
dure in American distant
marches. I knew one thing for
sure and that was I was devel-
oping the second layer of blist-
ers on the bottom of my feet.
DON WONG, cook's helper,
and I were the only two to take
ice cold showers out in the court
yard of the school. All others,
if they bathed at all, visited
the pUblic bath house where a
male servant helped you wash
as you laid in the heated wat'er.
1 tried it once and I felt worse
after attending that creepy place




The Arabs, in general, were
not like the ones I had seen in
the American movies. Some
never bathed, Vlore shabby dirty
rags and the fleas played leap-
frog as they laid or sat in the
streets. If one of them had a
toothache, he went to the butcher
shop and the butcher would cut
it out with his big knife.
We dug slit trenches on the
side of the mountain above the
school some two hundred yards
away. Every time the civ1l1an
air-raid sirens blew, we had to
run to our slit trenches. One
night there was a short circuit
as the sirens blew about eight
times and each time we had to
go to the trenches, running up
the hill on each occasion.
The company stood re veille
every morning in the small
court yard in front ofthe school.
The only entrance to thiS court
yard was a narrow doorway
This is the fif t h installment
of B111 Kreye's story of the
39th Infantry from the days in
Fort Bragg till the end of the
War in Germany - the years
1941 to 1945.
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While attached to the 9th Infantry Division my._ ..__. .
(state relationship, whether the Ninth Division man was a
husband, father, brother, son, etc.)
was with ._.....~_.. .._._.. .~. ._.__.__.__.._
give company, regiment, battery, attached unit, etc.)
Make checks or money orders payable to Ninth Infantry
Division Association. Mail to Secretary-Treasurer Tippie
Plunkett, 286 Zimpfer St" Columbus, Ohio 43206. A 1969






NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Coun~ing, the loot. Tom Boyle and John Clouser tally the
c9ntnbutIOns collected at Detroit for the Ninth Infantry Division
Scholarship Fund.
Mrs. Tippie Plunkett, Secretary-TrealJurer
Ninth Infantry Division Association Ladies' Auxiliary
286 Zimpfer SL, Columbu8, Ohio 43206
I would like to become a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary
to the Ninth Infantry Division A88ociation. Enclosed is
check or money order for $1.50 for 196'9 due8, Please
mail my membership card to--
Name
!:ast issu~ we gave a lot of space to pictures of the men on parade
m DetrOit. The men:bers of. the fair sex demanded equal time, so
here th.ey are .steppmg off In the Motor City, on the way to the
Memonal Service.
The Cadre gets together for the 1969 Pittsburgh Reunion plans at a
.recent meeting held in the Chatam Center, left to right Herman
Seibel, George Kopac, Bill Stokan. Bob Buck, Dan Quinn and Paul
Leschack. Not shown (they were too busy trying to learn how to






Harold Rissue M Co. 60th
Park Falls, Wis.
Enclosed find a copy of an
article I clipped out of the
Duluth, Minnesota News
Tribune. It has to do with our
present 9th Div. and of some of
the things that are happening to
them and of what they are doing
now in this present conflict.
From the way this is written
up it sounds like it is the same
old fighting out-fit that it has
always been. They seem to
admit they are never too young
or too old to learn and are more
than willing to do just that,
which seems to be what it takes
to make a top fighting outfit.
Sorry I couldn't make the
reunion but other
committments made it
impossible. I had the good
fortune to have a visit with Cole
Gronseth~ few days ago. He was
in Park Falls visiting our paper
mill with whom he does quite a
lot of business.
Edward KilmerCannon Co. 39th
Burlington, Vt.
Enclosed is check for
renewal of my annual dues. I
have been in communication
with Tom Orband.
Because of summer session
teaching duties at the
International Students Program
in English at St. Michaels
College, Windsor, Vt., it is
unlikely I wilLbe able to attend
the 68 National Reunion in
Detroit. Nevertheless, I would
like to be remembered to any of
the old Headquarters Co. and
Cannon Co. members of the
39th who might attend the
reunion.
I wish to let you know that
Father F. B. Vanholme, a
member of the Society of St.
Edmunds, passed away in
Houston, Texas on Feb. 20,
1968, at the age of 64. He had
been 39th Regimental ChaplIn
during 1941-42. Later he went
to the Pacific Theater where he
saw service with a combat outfit
and was wounded.
He retired from the Army in
1961, after 21 years service,
with the rank of Lt. Col. Since
1961, he had been Chaplain at a
V. A. Hospital in Houston. I am
sure many former members will
remember him. He was a






Just a line to let you know
we are still alive out here. Our
oldest boy Rick, is a door
gunner on a copter with the
10th Cav., a part of the 4th
Division. He is up at Plehiue and
is getting his belly full of action.
He will be there till next
January.
Everyone else here is fine,
give my regards to the New
York City boys.
Dear Mr. Quinn,
I wish to thank you, Mr.
Clouser, the Scholarship
Committee, and all members of
the Ninth Infantry Division
Association for their
consideration in giving me a
scholarship.
I hope to use the scholarship
to the best of my ability so that
I may show my appreciation by
. accomplishment.
Dear Mr. Daniel:
I have just completed 385
page manuscript ready for
publication on the history of
the l26th. Ordnance (Medium
Maintenance) Company. This
company with a T/0 strength of
150 men was assigned (though
unattached) to the 9th. Infantry
Division from April, 1944
through May 15, 1945, serving
and traveling with that Division
in all campaigns on the
Continent.
, This is not only a complete
history of the organization but
rather goes into intimate detail
of the company's activities,
individual anxieties, hopes,
frustrations, accomplishments,
route of march, etc., all
interspersed daily with the
Division's activities. A good
portion of the book is dedicated
to the 9th., while activities of
the VII CORPS and 1st Army
are interwoven into its' theme.
During the above period we
worked in close harmony with
709th. Ordnance Lt. Maint.
Company and performed
maintenance for other branches
of the Divisions as well. Years
ago we attempted to become
part of the 9th. Division
Society, but lack of response
from the Society prompted u~
to forgetit.
There is no doubt that this
book would be interesting to
many members of the Division,
especially those serving during
that period and I am wondering
what your thoughts are with
regard to advertising
forthcoming publication in next
issue of "Octofoil". I will be




The capable vice-president of
a large company died suddenly
and the brash junior executive
asked the president: "Do you
suppose I could take his place?"
"It's fine with ,me,"
exclaimed the president, "if you
can arrange it with the
undertaker."
The Memorial Fund of the Ninth 'Infantry Division Association was
established by the members of the association to commemorate the memory
of their comra:!es who paid the supreme sacrifie in battle. AB a part of this
fund the association established a scholarship program. Scholarships are
awarded each year to relatives of men who served in The Ninth Infantry
Division. Each scholarship is for one year.
ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
A person who wishes to apply for a scholarship must be related to a
man who served with The Ninth Infantry Division. Children of former
members of the division will be given first consideration. but children of
men killed in combat given first preference. Applicants who are not children
of former members of the division will not be considered unless no child
of a former member qualifies.
APPLICATION PROCEDURE
The following procedures must be followed by those wishing to apply
for the scholarships:
1. Send a letter of application, written in expository form, to the
chairman of the scholarship committee stating the following:
name, address, age, and sex of the applicant; name, address,
and occupation of the applicant's parents or guardians; the
name and address' of the secondary school the applicant is at-
tending or has attended and graduated; the name and address
of the college the applicant expects to attend; the vocational
goal of the applicant; and the name of and degree of relation-
ship to a former member of the division. The unit and dates of
RrVice in the division of the former member must be included.
2. A transcript of the applicant's high school record must be in-
cluded with the letter of application. The transcript must in-
clude at least the first seven semesters of the applicant's record.
3. The applicant must have a counselor or principal of the high
school he or she is attending write a letter of recommendation
to the chairman of the scholarship committee.
.. The applicant must take the PSAT which is given every Octo-
ber, The applicant must _ that the results of the PSAT are
sent to the chairman of the scholarship committee. These re-
.wtll may be included with the high Ichool transcript or sent
to the chairman from the College Entrance Examination Board.
The SAT of the CEEB may be submitted in lieu of the ;psAT.
5. THE APPLICATION MUST BE SENT TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE BY MARCH 15.'Appli-
cations nceived after March 15 will qot be considered.
6. All applicants must accept the decision of the Scholarship Com-
mittee u final.
7. Information to detennine ftDancial need will be requested by
the Scholarship Committee after the applications have been COD-
.uiered.
8. Recipients of the schoIanhips may apply for renewal of the
scholarship each year. A copy of the student'l college grades,
a financial statement, and a letter requesting renewal of the
scholarship should be lent to the chainnan by March 15.
9. All applications must be lent to: John J. Clouser, Scholarship
Chairman. Ninth Infantry Division Association, 901 Graceland
St., De. Plain.. IWDoIa IOOUI.
Our mailbox is a favorite
target for the members of the
Association. They keep us
informed on what's happening
around the coutry. The
follwoing messages are typical
of those that were in the
mailbox when we returned from
Detroit.
Ray Gidde, a former M Co.
60th member and his family
from Superior, Wis. came down
and spent a Sunday with us, a
few weeks ago. Both visits were
very much appreciated and
enjoyed.
Alth.ough not fully recovered
from the accident 1nad in 1965,
I did return to work last July,
even though the doctors at the
Madison V. A. Hospital said that
I never would.
Hope this finds you and
every former 9th. Division man
and their families in the best of
health and spirits.
Running a reunion is not a
one man show, it requiresteam
work and many helping hands.
When Dan Quinn assumed
responsibility for the 1969
Reunion he realized this and
immediately set out to line up a
team that could get the job
done.
He got out his trusty
typewriter and began to contact
members who reside in the
"Steel City." The Old Reliables
rose to the occasion. When Herb
Olsen, Walt O'Keeffe, and Dan
arrived in Pittsburgh, the boys
from Pittsburgh were on hand
prepared to go all out to make
the 1969 Reunion a smashing
success.
The following members
answered Dan's call, Robert
Buck, George Kopac, Paul
Lischak, Herman Seibel,
William Stokam, and Robert
Mason. These fellows feel
honored that their city will be ,-
host to the 9th Div. and they
intend to do everything possible
to make all the visiting firemen
feel at home and welcome in
Pittsburgh.
